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The chief countries importing to Spain include the United
States, Germany, Great Britain, Argentina, and the Netherlands.
Exports go to the United Kingdom, Germany, the United States,
and Italy.
CONCLUSION. The economic development of Spain has been
hindered by a variety of circumstances. The infertile nature of
much of the soil* the want of sufficient moisture, and the difficulties
of communication, are all serious obstacles to progress, Even
more important are political and social conditions. The glamour
of the past has made the Spaniard indifferent to the realities of
the present, and he does little to overcome the difficulties of Ms
environment. An improvement in the means of communication
would permit the exploitation of great mineral sources hitherto
untouched; irrigation might be extended, and considerable
areas, at present of little value, might be rendered fertile; at the
same time the methods both of agriculture and manufacture
might be considerably improved. Within recent years Government
assistance, it is true, has been available for the extension of the
irrigated area and for the development of hydro-electric power in
various parts of the country. Much, however, remains to be done.
PORTUGAL
NORTHERN PORTUGAL belongs, in the mainf to the same block of
Archaean granite as Galicia, and Eke it has a somewhat diversified
topography. The soil is generally poor, and although climatic con-
ditions are favourable to the growth of wheat, maize, and rye, much
of the land is still uncultivated, and considerable areas are devoted
to pastoral pursuits. The vine is extensively grown, especially in
the eastern part of the Douro basin, where the wines known as
port are produced. The mineral wealth of the region is not great.
A little anthracite is mined, and uranium ores are found in the dis-
tricts of Vizeix and Gtiarda to the south of the Douro, Still farther
south, near Fundao, are the largest deposits of wolfram in Europe.
Tin occurs in various places, a considerable amount being obtained
from the wolfram deposits. Oporto, which is the chief town of
Northern Portugal, is situated near the mouth of the Douro ; but
the approach to the town is a difficult one, and much of its trade
passes through the harbour which has been constructed on the
coast at Leixoes, a little to the north-west. Oporto itself has. cotton